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26 May 2021

ATTY. FLORDELIZA C. VARGAS-TRINIDAD
Director

Office of the National Administrative Register (ONAR)
Bocobo Hall, UP Law Complex,

UP Diliman, Quezon City

Dear Atty. Vargas-Trinidad:

In compliance with Section 3, Title 11, Book VII of the Administrative Code of 1987
requiring all agencies of the Philippine Government to file its adopted rules with the Office of
the National Administrative Register, the Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) is
respectfully submitting herewith three (3) certified true copies of the Interim Guidelines
During Periods of Community Quarantine as approved through Commission Resolution No.
006-2021 dated 25 May 2021.

We hope you find our submission in order.

Thank you.
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COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 006-2021
ADOPTING THE INTERIM GUIDELINES DURING PERIODS OF COMMUNITY QUARANTINE

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act No. 11494 or the Bayanihan to Recover as One
Act affirmed the existence of a continuing national emergency in view of the unabated spread of
the Coronavirus Disease (“COVID-19”) and the ensuing economic disruption therefrom;

WHEREAS, among the Stringent Social Distancing Measures to manage the COVID-19
situation in the NCR are the imposition of community quarantine and the implementation of
alternative work arrangements in the Executive Branch;

WHEREAS, on 16 July 2020, the PCC issued Commission Resolution No. 18-2020
Approving the Interim Guidelines on the Operations of the Mergers and Acquisitions Office during
the General Community Quarantine and Modified General Community Quarantine;

WHEREAS, on 4 August 2020, the PCC issued Commission Resolution No. 20-2020,
adopting the Interim Guidelines on the Operations of the Mergers and Acquisitions Office during
the Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine;

WHEREAS, on 15 September 2020, the PCC issued Commission Resolution No. 21-
2020, a Resolution Adopting the Interim Guidelines on the Resumption of Adjudication
Proceedings during General Community Quarantine and Modified General Community
Quarantine;

WHEREAS, on 17 December 2020, the PCC issued Commission Resolution No. 029-
2020, providing for Supplemental Guidelines for the Presentation of Documentary Evidence and
Resource Persons for Hearings by Videoconferencing during General Community Quarantine or
Modified Community Quarantine;

WHEREAS, the health and safety of PCC employees, transacting parties, resource
persons, and other stakeholders are of the utmost concern to the Commission during this period
of community quarantine;

WHEREAS, there is a need to consolidate, modify and adopt guidelines to ensure that
law and regulations are duly complied with during all categories of community quarantine,
regardless of their particular designation, while strictly observing the minimum public health
standards recommended by the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging
Infectious Disease under the Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of Community
Quarantine in the Philippines;

NOW, THEREFORE, in view of the foregoing considerations, the Commission has
RESOLVED, as it hereby RESOLVES, to adopt the Interim Guidelines during Periods of
Community Quarantine;
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RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the Interim Guidelines on the Operations of the Mergers
and Acquisitions Office during the General Community Quarantine and Modified General
Community Quarantine dated 16 July 2020, Interim Guidelines on the Operations of the Mergers
and Acquisitions Office during the Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine dated 4 August
2020, Interim Guidelines on the Resumption of Adjudication Proceedings During General
Community Quarantine and Modified General Community Quarantine dated 15 September 2020,
Commission Resolution Nos. 18-2020, 20-2020, 21-2020 and other PCC resolutions, guidelines,
and issuances, or provisions thereof, which are inconsistent with this Resolution are hereby
superseded or modified accordingly;

RESOLVED, FINALLY, that this Resolution shall take effectimmediately and shall remain
in effect until modified or revoked by the Commission.

DONE this 25 May 2021 in Quezon City, Philippines.

— o 3 o——-\-\\
ARSENIO M. BALISACAN

Chairman
JO?M%JKMIMBE AM@@%&@Q@_
Commissioner Commissioner
—~—
EM%EON B. AQUENDE
Commissioner
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INTERIM GUIDELINES DURING PERIODS OF COMMUNITY
QUARANTINE

i. Coverage

1. These Interim Guidelines during Periods of Community Quarantine (“‘Guidelines’)
shallapply to proceedings before the Commission, the Mergers and Acquisitions
Office (“MAQ”) and the Competition Enforcement Office (‘CEQ”) during periods
of Community Quarantine, without prejudice to additional protocols and
procedures that the Commission may implement,

. Common Provisions

2. Definition of Terms. For purposes of these Guidelines, the term “Community
Quarantine” may refer to Enhanced Community Quarantine (‘ECQ”), Modified
Enhanced Community Quarantine (“MECQ”), General Community Quarantine
(“‘GCQ"), or Modified General Community Quarantine (‘MGCQ") and shall be
defined following the Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of Cgmmunit_y
Quarantine in thp Philippines of the Inter-Agency Task Force for the

iala

Management of Emerglng and Infectious Diseases, fo wit.

2.1.Enhanced Community Quarantine refers to the implementation of
temporary measures imposing stringent limitations on movement and
transportation of people, strict regulation of operating industries,
provision of food and essential services, and heightened presence of
uniformed personnel to enforce community quarantine protocols.

2.2. Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine refers to the transition phase
between ECQ and GCQ, when the following temporary measures are
relaxed and become less necessary: stringent limits on movement and
transportation of people, strict regulation of operating industries,
provision of food and essential services, and heightened presence of
uniformed personnel to enforce community quarantine protocols.

2.3.General Community Quarantine refers to the implementation of
temporary measures limiting movement and transportation, regulation of
operating industries, and presence of uniformed personnel to enforce
community quarantine protocols.

2.4. Modified General Community Quarantine refers to the transition phase
between GCQ and the New Normai, when the foiiowing temporary
measures aie reiaxed aind DEecoine iess necessaiy. iimiting moveimeit
and transportation, the regulation of operating industries, and the
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presence of uniformed personnel to enforce community quarantine
protocols.

. Temporary Closure of PCC Premises (“Temporary Closure”) shall be the
temporary closure of premises as definedin Memorandum CircularNo. 85 dated
19 March 2021, issued by the Office of the President.

. Electronic Filing and Service.

4.1.The filing of documents with the PCC shall be made electronically:

a. Through the PCC SharePoint Facility for Notification Forms and
Letters of Non-Coverage;

By emaii for cases pending before the Commission, compiiance to
Requests for Documents or Information before the CEO, Pre-
Notification Consultations and other related matters.

_C&‘

4.2. Schedule. Electronicfilingsanduse of PCC SharePointFacility shall only
be from Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, excluding holidays or the

ener\mqeinn nf nnvarnmant warle ac Adarlarad hyu tha Nffira nf th
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President or the local government of Quezon City. Electronic filings
uploaded to the PCC SharePoint Facility in accordance with Annex A or
received by the PCC through electronic mail beyond 5:00 pm shall be
considered filed or transmitted at 8:00 am of the next business day. The
respective divisions shall inform the concerned party of the date of

receipt.

4.3. Written Consent. Parties submitting documents to the PCC shall provide
a written consent signed by their authorized signatory granting the PCC
staff permission to access the submitted documents and information
outside the office premises of the PCC.

4.4. Veracity and Completeness of Submissions. Individuals whose names
and signatures appear on documents submitted to the PCC shall be
accountable for the veracity and completeness of the submission and
shall be liable under Section 29 (c) of the Philippine Competition Act
(“PCA”) for supplying incorrect or misleading information, without
prejudice to other liabilities underapplicable laws.

4.5. Electronicfilings must be addressed to the appropriate office of the PCC,

$~ vande
v vvit.

MATTER RECEIVING OFFICE
Cases pending | Adjudication

before the | Services Division
Commission

Email Address
adjudication@phcc.gov.ph
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Pre-Notification Mergers and | mergers@phcc.gov.ph
Consultation  and | Acquisitions Office

other related

transactions

Enforcement, Competition enforcement@phcc.gov.ph
Compliance to | Enforcement Office

Requests for

Documents or

Information

4.6. Submission of Hard Copies of Papers and Pleadings. In general, parties
shall submit original hard copies of the papers filed electronically within
the following periods:

MGCQ/GCQ

Paper or Pleading

0 be Filed J
Notification Form Within seven (7) days from | Within five (5) days
lifing of ECQ/MECQ from electronic filing

MECQ/ECQ/Temporary

Should Temporary Closure
intervene during the period to
Letters of Non-|submit, the party shall have
Coverage the remaining balance of such
period after Temporary
Closure is lifted to submit the

hard copies.

Paper or Pleading ECQ/Temporary Closure MECQ/GCQ/MGCQ
to be Filed
Compliances  to [ Within seven (7) days from

Within five (5) days

CEO’s Subpoenas | lifting of ECQ from electronicfiling
and Requests for

Documents or | Should Temporary Closure

Information intervene during the period to

Complaints and | submit hard copies, the party

responsive shall have the remaining

pleadings to the | balance of such period after

Commission Temporary Closureis lifted to

Other papers, | submitthe hard copies.

documents, and
pleadings to the
Commission

4.7.The period to file hard copies of papers, documents and pleadings filed
electronically may be extended by the concerned offices under the
circumstances hereafter provided.
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4.8. Priorities in the Modes of Service. Service of pleadings, motions, notices
or documents shall be made, in the following order of priority:

a. Electronically, by email;
b. By personal service, or service by registered mail or by private courier.

4.9. Electronic Service of Complaints, Pleadings, Orders and Decisions.

a. Service of submissionsmay be doneby electronicmeans by sending
an email to the party’s or counsel’s email address. Parties must
provide the email addresses wherethey may be served electronically.

b. Proof of service through email shall be made by an affidavitof service
executed by the person who sent the email together with a printed
proof of transmittal. An electronic copy of the Affidavitof Service and
proof of transmittal must be submitted together with the paper or
pleadingin accordance with Section 4.5, while the hard copy must be
filed within the period provided for under Section 4 .6.

c. Electronicserviceis complete at the time the electronic transmittal of
the document, or when available, at the time that the electronic
notification of service of the documentis sent.

d. Service of papers emanating from the PCC shall be issued
electronically by email to the email addresses provided by the parties.
Electronic service of papers emanating from the PCC is deemed
completed upon transmittal. The PCC shall endeavorto send hard
copies of the notices by courier to the party’s address after service
by email.

e. A party who changes his or her email address while the action is
pending must promptly file, within five (5) calendar days from such
change, a notice of change of email address with the PCC and serve
the notice on all other parties. Failure to informthe PCC of a change
of email address within the period provided shall be considered a
waiver of any claimthat the party has notbeen notified, and shall not
constitute as a ground forthe party’s failure to comply with any order
emanating from the PCC.

f. Service through email of a party shall be presumed valid unless such
party notifiesthe PCC of any change, as aforementioned.

4.10. Substituted Service. if service cannotbe made under Section 4.8, service
may be made by deiivering a copy to the PCC either eiectronicaliy or
personally with proof of failure of electronic service, personal service and
service by mail. The service is complete at the time of submission.
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5. PCC Client Appointment System (‘PCAS”). External parties are required to
secure an appointmentthrough the PCAS at least two (2) business days before
visiting the PCC Office in accordance with the procedure laid outin Annex B.

6. Payment of Fees. Fines or Penalties. The payment of fees, fines or penalties
may be made:

6.1.At the PCC Cashier Office, provided that parties are required to
accomplish the PCAS in accordance with Section 5 of these Guidelines;
or

6.2. Through alternative modes of payment, which the Commission may
authorize in future issuances.

7. Quernies. Phone and walk-in queries shall be suspended. Queries may be
emailed to queries@phcc.gov.ph, to the respective offices through their email
addresses, or through the Enforcement Resource page (PCC COVID-19
resources) at www.phcc.gov.ph.

7.1.During GCQ and MGCQ, queries may likewise be submitted via mail or
courier addressed to the respective offices, 25/F Vertis North Corporate
Center 1, North Avenue, Quezon City, 1105. Queries submitted by mail
or courier must include an email address to which the PCC can address
its reply.

ll. Proceedings Before the Mergers and Acquisitions Office

A. Common Procedures Applicable During All Periods of Community
Quarantine

8. Meetings shall be conducted remotely via video conferencing using Microsoft
Teams, and recorded by the PCC only upon prior consent of the parties thereto,
either verbally or in writing.

9. Acceptance of Expedited Review Notification Forms shall be suspended.

10 Notificatinn Enrme | attare Aaf Nan_OCAauvuarana anAd Athar Anc nnte o I he
|U.|‘|Cuf|vauun [ uuma, LEeuers o | Ull—uu\vrﬂayo, [S1R1¢ UthUl aocuments ohall ve

submitted electronically using the PCC SharePoint Facility in accordance with
the procedure laid outin Section 4.2, and personally by presenting hard copies
thereof to the PCC Records Office. Hard copy submissions must be
accompanied by an affidavitby the filing party’s authorized signatory ' certifying
that the hard copies and the electronic copies are complete and accurate copies
of each other.

"In relation only to the affidavit required, ‘authorized signatory’ may also include duly authorized external
counsels and consultants.
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9. Queries or clarifications on the use of the PCAS may be emailed to the
relevant office or division at-

a. Mergers and Acquisitions Office through mergers@phcc.qov.ph:
b. Competition Enforcement Office through enforcement@phcc.gov.ph; or
c. Adjudication Division through adjudication@phcc.gov.ph.

Page 2 of 2

e

I T X





