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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 21-12
Series of 2021

TO : All Martufacturers and Importers of Ceramic Tiles Covered by
DAO 20-09, Series of 2020 and Others Concerned

SUBJECT : Amendatory and Supplemental Guidelines for the Implementation of
DAO 20-09, Series of 2020

WHEREAS, the Department Administrative Order (DAQ) 20-09, Series of 2020 shall take
effect on 12 January 2021, the objective of which is to strictly ensure that ceramic tiles comply
with the specified quality requirements as prescribed therein;

WHEREAS, on 11 January 2021, the department received an appeal from the Philippine
Ceramic Products Importer's Association, Inc. to provide ample time for all stakeholders to
adjust and conform to the new requirements pending resolution of multiple issues raised by
the industry as well as dispose the remaining inventory of ceramic tiles;

WHEREAS, considering the request from the ceramic tile industry and the impact of the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the recent calamities to the local industry and consumers,
the department issued the Memorandum Circular 21-02, Series of 2021 on 14 January
2021 providing additional transitory provisions for shipments of ceramic tiles arriving on or
before 12 April 2021;

WHEREAS, after the issuance of MC 21-02, Series of 2021, meeting with Philippine Ceramic
Products Importer’s Association, Inc. was conducted to discuss issues concerning some of the
provisions and implementation of DAQ 20-09, Series of 2020 particularly on the delay in
sefting up additional testing facilities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 23 of DAO 20-09, Series of 2020 BPS may issue such
procedural guidelines as may be necessary in the implementation of this Order;

WHEREAS, consistent with Good Regulatory Practice, the Department is committed to
continuously review its Technical Regulations in order to balance the interest of the
stakeholders without compromising the safety of the consumers:

WHEREFORE, foregoing premises considered, this Memorandum Circular is hereby issued
for the guidance of all concerned;

1. Scope

1.1, For ceramic tiles with nominal length of one side greater than 600mm, the
documentary and process requirements excluding sampling and testing
consistent with the applicable provisions of Rule 6 of DAO 20-09, Series of
2020 and the provisions stated hereunder shall apply:
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1.1.2,

1.1.3.

Submission of independent test reports issued by a testing laboratory
accredited by an accreditation body signatory to ILAC/APAC MRA issued
within one (1) year before the application date:

The submitted test reports shall be size, type, brand, and manufacturer
specific; and,

The products shall comply with the marking requirements prescribed in
Rule 10 of DAO 20-09, Series of 2020.

Upon compliance with the aforementioned conditions, Import Commodity Clearance
(ICC) Certificate and corresponding stickers shall be issued.

2. Application for import Commodity Clearance with Pre-shipment Inspection and
Testing

2.1.
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Importers without a valid PS License and whose shipments of ceramic tiles
shall arrive on 12 July 2021 onwards may apply for Pre-shipment Inspection
and Testing pursuant to the following process;
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2.:1.3.

235,

2.1.6.

& 1.1,

The applicant shall submit the duly accomplished application form and
requirements to the BPS. The application shall be filed together with the
request to utilize the services of a BPS-recognized inspection body and
testing laboratory;

Upon receipt of the complete application and request, the BPS shall issue
the notice to conduct inspection and sampling to the identified BPS-
recognized inspection body and testing laboratory, copy fumished the
applicant;

Product inspection and sampling shall be conducted by the BPS or the
identified BPS-recognized inspection body within two (2) working days
upon receipt of the notice to conduct inspection;

Inspection and sampling shall be conducted at the manufacturer's plant
site, exporter's warehouse, or port of loading, in accordance with the
applicable provisions hereof. The original inspection report shall be sent
directly to the BPS by the BPS-recognized inspection body within two (2)
working days from the date of inspection.

If inspection and sampling cannot be conducted within the prescribed
period, the concerned BPS-recognized inspection body shall inform the
BPS in writing of the reason/s thereof within two (2) working days upon
receipt of the notice to conduct inspection;

Product testing shall be conducted by the BPS Testing Laboratory or the
identified BPS-recognized testing laboratory in accordance with the
applicable provisions hereof. The BPS Testing Laboratory or BPS-
recognized testing laboratory is required to submit the original copies of
the test reports within two (2) working days upon issuance directly to the
BPS;

If the result of the pre-shipment testing showed conformance, BPS shall
notify the importer that the provisions of Clause 2.1.9 stated herein shall

apply;
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2.1.8. If the result of the pre-shipment testing showed non-conformance, BPS
shall notify the importer that the provisions of Rule 6.2.2 of DAO 20-09,
Series of 2020 shall apply;

2.1.9. Upon satisfactory results of the evaluation of the submitted application
and documentary requirements, Certificate of Conditional Release shall
be issued. Upon arrival of the shipment at the port of entry, the following
shall apply:

2.1.91.  The importer shall nominate the BPS, DTI RO/PO or any of the
BPS-recognized inspection bodies for the conduct of the post-
shipment inspection;

2.1.9.2.  Product inspection shall be conducted within two (2) working days
from receipt of the written notice at the port of entry, vessel, or the
importer's warehouse, whichever is applicable, subject to the
Tariffs and Customs Code and applicable issuances by the Bureau
of Customs.

2.1.93.  If inspection showed that the product shipped is consistent with the
importation documents and the pre-shipment inspection report
submitted showed conformance, ICC shall be issued by the BPS
within sixteen (16) working hours from BPS’ receipt of the
inspection report. Otherwise, a Show Cause Order shall be issued:

2.1.9.4.  After the release of the ICC Certificate and corresponding stickers,
product distribution, retail, or use may commence.

3. Product Testing for Import Commodity Clearance (ICC) Application

3.1.  For all shipments of ceramic tiles arriving on 12 July 2021 onwards
mandatory product testing shall be conducted and all provisions of DAO 20-
09, Series of 2020 shall apply;

3.2.  For all shipments of ceramic tiles arriving on or before 11 July 2021, all
provisions of MC 21-02, Series of 2021 shall apply.

4. Certification of Existing Ceramic Tile Inventories

4.1.  For uncertified imported ceramic tiles in the possession of importers, traders,
distributors, and retailers prior to the effectivity of DAO 20-09, Series of 2020,
the documentary and process requirements consistent with the applicable
provisions of Rule 6 of DAO 20-09, Series of 2020 and the provisions stated
hereunder shall apply:

4.1.1. Inventory report consistent with the format in Annex 1 shall be included
in the application;

4.1.2. Submission of independent test reports issued by a testing laboratory
accredited by an accreditation body signatory to ILAC/APAC MRA

@ issued within one (1) year before the date of application:
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4.1.3. The submitted test reports shall be size, type, brand, and manufacturer
specific. In the absence of such test report, sampling and testing
consistent with the applicable provisions of DAO 20-09, Series of 2020
shall apply;

Upon compliance with the aforementioned conditions, Import Commodity Clearance
(ICC) Certificate and corresponding stickers shall be issued.

5. Repealing Clause

All other orders or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the provisions of this
Circular are hereby repealed or amended accordingly.

This Memorandum Circular shall be effective immediately after its publication in a
newspaper of general circulation, a copy of which shall be submitted to the UP Office of
National Administrative Register.

For the information and guidance of all concerned.

Done in the City of Makati this__16__ day of April in the year 2021.

B

Recommended

Digitally signed by
~) . Catajay Neil /
Pinuela

Date: 2021.04.12

08:41:33 +08'00"

-NEIL P. CATAJAY A . RUTH B. CASTELO
* Director, BPS Undersecretary, CPG

Approved by:
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