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ADVISORY No. 38
Series of 2020

Temporary Entry Restrictions to Mainland China
to Limit the Spread of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China has decided to
temporarily suspend the entry into China by foreign nationals holding visas or residence
permits effective from 12:00 AM, 28 March 2020. Entry by foreign nationals with APEC
Business Travel Cards will be suspended as well. Policies including port visas,
24/72/144-hour visa-free transit policy, Hainan 30-day visa-free policy, 15-day visa-free
policy specified for foreign Cruise-group-tour through Shanghai Port, Guangdong 144-
hour visa-free policy specified for foreign tour groups from Hong Kong or Macao SAR,
and Guangxi 15-day visa-free policy specified for foreign tour groups of ASEAN
countries will also be temporarily suspended. Entry with diplomatic, service, courtesy
or C visas will not be affected. Foreign nationals coming to China for necessary
economic, trade, scientific or technological activities or out of emergency humanitarian
needs may apply for visas at Chinese embassies or consulates. Entry by foreign nationals
with visas issued after this announcement will not be affected.

The Ministry explains that the suspension is a temporary measure that Ching, is
compelled to take in light of the outbreak sifuation and the practices of other countries,

accordingly.

For the information and guidance of all concerned.

ARD P. OLALIA

Administrator

27 March 2020
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Source:

“Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China National Immigration
Administration Announcement on the Temporary Suspension of Entry by Foreign Nationals
Holding Valid Chinese Visas or Residence Permits.” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People's Republic of China, 26 Mar. 2020,
www.fmpre.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wibxw/t1761867.shiml.
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