
SUBJECT MATTER OF COURSES 
The courses comprehend a study of general principles and basic 
theories of law as an intellectual discipline, as well as a systematic and 
analytical examination of the specific codes and statutory enactments in 
force in the Philippines together with interpretative court decisions and 
other pertinent materials. Closely studied are the civil law basis of most 
of private laws of the country and the common law concept embodied 
in the public laws and derived particularly from Angle-American 
jurisprudence. Consequently, the materials of study are textbooks, 
statutes, cases, and other authoritative works on law and jurisprudence. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

All the courses offered in the College are required to be taken in  
residence. The satisfactory completion of each of them is required for 
graduation. All senior students must satisfactorily complete 8 units (two 
semesters) of the practicum component of their course, in the Office of 
Legal Aid before graduation.

Additionally all senior students are required to submit a publishable 
paper under the guidance of a Faculty Adviser.

All candidates for graduation must complete their deficiencies and 
their records cleared not later than five weeks before the end of their 
last semester. 

Juris Doctor (JD) 

For the grant of the Juris Doctor degree, besides the completion of all 
courses, the candidate must attain a general weighted average of not less 
than 2.75 computed on the basis of units at the end of the law course.



Graduation with Honors 

Students who complete their courses with the following absolute 
minimum weighted average grade shall graduate with honors: summa 
cum laude (1.20);  magna cum laude (1.45);  cum laude  (l.75)  Provided, That 
all the grades in all subjects prescribed in the curriculum, as well as 
subjects that qualify as electives, are included in the computation of the 
weighted average grade. 

Students who are candidates for graduation with honors must have 
taken during each semester not less than fifteen units of credit or the 
normal load prescribed in the curriculum, in cases where such normal 
load is less than fifteen units, unless the lighter load was due to 
justifiable causes such as health reasons, the unavailability of courses 
needed in the curriculum to complete the full load, or the fact that the 
candidate is a working student. 
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PUBLIC INTEREST OPPORTUNITIES
The public interest law internship program is offered as an elective 
subject open to sophomore and junior law students. It consists of 
classroom and internship components. The course seeks to introduce 
the students to the various theories, methodologies, issues, and skills 
of public interest legal practice. Upon completion of the classroom 
component, the students are given actual work experience in public 
interest law groups such as the Office of the Solicitor General and Office 
of the Government Corporate Counsel.



OFFICE OF LEGAL AID
The Office of Legal Aid (OLA) administers the clinical education 
program of the College. It provides free legal assistance to indigent 
litigants, and takes on public interest cases. Senior year law students 
are required to put in 126 hours of practicum handling cases in which 
they interview clients, draft pleadings and briefs, and appear in court 
under a Supervising Lawyer.  The Office is headed by a Director who is a 
regular (full-time) member of the Law Faculty.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The College of Law offers several scholarships supported by donations 
from alumni and friends of the College. These are administered, 
in cooperation with their respective donors, by the Dean and the 
Scholarship Committee of the College. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Co-curricular activities designed to develop broader cultural 
and social interests on the part of the students and stimulate 
the spirit of leadership and cooperation form part of the student 
life in the College. They include periodical discussions, lectures, 
symposia, outreach activities, debates, and moot court competitions 
participated in by the students. They help in providing a more 
holistic education for law students. 

19



S P E C I A L  F A C I L I T I E S 



U P  L AW  L I B R A R Y

The UP College of Law Library serves as the hub of the ‘electronic 
law school’ project of the College. It provides access to an array 
of electronic data bases to a varied clientele.  Housed in a four-
storey air-conditioned building, known as Espiritu Hall, the 
Library is located between Malcolm Hall, and the UP Law Center 
in Bocobo Hall. The UP Law Library is the largest in the country 
having an extensive collection of books, journals, and Philippine 
legal materials. It serves not only the students and staff of the 
College and University but, given the public character of the 
UP College of Law, also the Congress and other government 
agencies. Additionally, over the years it has developed a clientele 
within the legal practice industry. 

The collection of the Library includes the Philippine Reports, 
Supreme Court Reports Annotated, Philippine Digest, complete 
sets of the U.S. National Reporter System, U.S. Supreme Court 
Reporter, American Law Reports, and several sets of different 
state reports, statutes, legal encyclopedia, loose leaf services, 
casebooks, texts, and treatises. There is an extensive collection of 
materials on international law and a complete set of the United 
Nations Treaty Series and League of Nations Treaty Series, 
and sets of Anglo-American legal periodical representative of 
a first-class law school library. Its electronic databases include 
LexisNexis, Westlaw International, and HeinOnline; and indexes 
such as WebOPAC and Philippine eLib.  The Library also has 
a notable collection of Spanish law books, a United Nations 
Document Section, Constitutional Convention Archive, Human 
Rights Documentation Section, records of the Philippine Martial 
Law period, and ASEAN Law and Indigenous Law collections.
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The Library  also has an extensive collection of electronic 
databases containing laws, local and foreign jurisprudence, 
administrative issuances, international documents, and indexes 
to foreign periodicals. For search purposes, the Library has its 
local online public access catalogue system. 

E L E C T R O N I C  L AW  S C H O O L 
The UP College of Law has been developing its ‘electronic 
law school’ infrastructure for both classroom needs and 
administrative services. It facilitates the exchange of data, 
information, and analysis between professors and students;  
and between other Colleges and the University administration.



UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
COLLEGE OF LAW
Malcolm Hall, Osmeña Avenue, 
Diliman, Quezon City 1101
Trunkline no.: (632) 9205514 

DEAN’S OFFICE
Tel. no.: 927-0518; 920-5514, loc. 101 to 102
e-mail: uplawdean@gmail.com

OFFICE OF ASSOCIATE DEAN
Tel. no.: 925-5855; 920-5514, loc. 313 or 314
e-mail: uplc_oad@yahoo.com

OFFICE OF THE COLLEGE SECRETARY
Tel. no.: 927-7180; 920-5514, loc. 103 to 104
e-mail: ocs.uplaw@yahoo.com

OFFICE OF LEGAL AID
Tel. no.: 920-5514, loc. 105 to 106, 120 to 121
e-mail: ola.staff@gmail.com

OFFICE OF LAW ALUMNI RELATIONS 
Tel. no.: 920-5514, loc. 113
e-mail: uplawalumniassociation@gmail.com

THE BOOKROOM 
U.P. Law Complex Publications
Tel. no.: 920-5514, loc. 226
e-mail: ipdbookroom.uplc@gmail.com

D I R E C T O R Y
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